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Senior Day 2017
On Wednesday, October 11th while the
underclassmen are taking the PSAT, seniors will
be enjoying their senior day! Seniors have the
following options for this day:

A-Students may stay on campus and work in the
compu er lab under the supervision of BDCHS faculty as they work independently on college applications, admissions essays, or scholarship searches.

B

-Dual enrollment students may attend their regu-

larly scheduled classes at HCC, but transportation
will not be provided.

C

-Students may attend a trip to Florida Gulf Coast

University. We will leave at 7:00AM and return to
campus around 3:30PM. Space will be limited for
this option, and there will be a fee and a separate
permission slip required.

D

-Students may take a school business absence to

go on a college visit.

E

-Students may use the day to perform Bright

Futures-approved community service.

In October we truly enter the application season. College app deadlines start ramping up and several important financial aid sites now
allow students to apply, such as the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) and Florida Financial Aid Application
(FFAA). Students can start applying to both on October 1 and our
BDCHS expectation is for students to complete them by November
1. The earlier students apply to FAFSA, the more likely they are to
be awarded some type of aid as funds do run out, and most colleges
use the FAFSA to determine financial need for their applicants in
order to offer their own institutional aid. For that reason, even if
one believes they will not receive any aid from FAFSA, still apply as
many institutions will not consider students for college aid if the
FAFSA has not been completed.
The first step to start the FAFSA is requesting an FSA ID for all
individuals who are submitting information (student and parent/
guardian). This process can take three days and one can start the
process at https://fafsa.ed.gov/ Seniors starting college next Fall
will complete the 2018-2019 FAFSA, which uses tax information
from 2016.

For more information about FAFSA, please visit http://
bdchsstudentservices.weebly.com/fafsa.html
Information about FFAA can be found at http://
bdchsstudentservices.weebly.com/bright-futures--ffaa.html
General scholarship information, as well as scholarship lists, is located at http://bdchsstudentservices.weebly.com/scholarship-list.html

The next step beyond BDCHS for myself and many of my classmates is college! Whether this excites
you or terrifies you, I believe that it is absolutely crucial that you think proactively about where you want to spend the
next 4+ years of your life. The college that you choose will be the place where you will obtain your education, form lifelong
relationships, and ultimately set the course for your life in the “real world.”
For as long as I can remember, there have been the schools that I have always planned on applying to: Florida State University, the University of Florida, and the University of South Florida. These schools offered similar programs, so what
could the difference truly be? Why was I always told that this choice was such a big one? However, after touring all three of
these campuses, I feel as if my choice is much clearer.
Here’s why I think college tours should be a factor in your college decision and a priority throughout your senior year:
THE CAMPUS ITSELF—Seeing the architecture and the landscaping will give you a feel of what it will be like when
you are a student. If you are walking around and feel very at home, that is a telltale sign that this may be the college
for you.
THE STUDENTS—Not only will you get to interact one-on-one with your tour guides, you will also be able to see the
other students going about their days. If this is the school of your choice, you could be right there with them within the next year.
THE PRESENTATION—Before you tour the campus itself, the admissions advisors will give a brief presentation
regarding acceptance to their college. I often find that getting the information only from their website can be difficult or can even lead to some missteps. Hearing it from the advisors themselves helps to ensure that the application process is seamless.
And, finally, here are some quick tips that I have learned throughout the tours I have taken.

Know your deadlines! (application due dates, housing contracts, deposits, etc.)
Don’t just follow along and listen—ask questions! Your ambassadors are there for you and will be able to relate more
to your circumstances then the advisors!
Talk to the faculty! Many tours include a quick visit in a classroom setting, so talk to the professors if you have the
chance, especially if they work in the major you are interested in.
If you have the opportunity, attend a class! It will give you a clear idea of what to expect if you were to be a student at
this campus.
Come with questions!
Take notes and pictures!
I’ll leave you with one final tip—prepare for excessive amounts of walking, so wear comfortable shoes and check the
Weather app before heading out.

Good luck and happy touring!!!

By Sarah Kilpatrick, CO 2018

Homecoming 2017 is coming!
In the “Know Before You Go”
section of the Gazette, you will
find helpful tips to prepare you to
get ready for life after high school.

Handle Your
Business!

The SGA is working hard to make this year’s
homecoming the best yet! Here are some
important dates:
September 29—Guest forms available (each BDCHS
student may bring ONE non-BDCHS student as a guest,
and an approved form must be submitted)
October 2—tickets go on sale during lunch $25 earlybird special and $30 regular ticket price

It’s very important for students to conduct their own business, so make sure that you are
supporting and facilitating your senior as

October 20—Guest form deadline



he sets and attends to his own appointments,

October 27– Slam Jam pep rally in the evening



writes and responds to her own emails,

October 28—Homecoming Dance in the gym



makes his own phone calls,



experiences her own failures and faces the
consequences.

When it comes to college applications and
meetings, helicopter parents can, instead of helping, actually hurt a kid’s chances. Admissions officers want to know that a student is ready and
able to manage his or her own affairs, and a parent
making phone calls and talking about how “we”
have a few questions is a red flag for an admissions officer. Also, doing things for your student
takes away an opportunity for him/her to learn
vital skills.

October 23-27—Spirit Week

Cap and Gown Orders!
Students may place graduation cap
and gown orders during all lunches
Thursday, September 28th,
Friday, September 29th,
and Thursday, October 5th.
Additionally, Herff Jones will be on
campus from 4—6PM
on Thursday, September 28th
if parents would like to speak with a
representative in person.

SENIOR***SHIRTS

Thoughts from
a Senior
When this year started I was initially extremely excited at the thought of graduating, but as the days start counting
down I have become more worried
about what's to come after high school.
The thought of graduation, and leaving
the school I have become so comfortable with scares me. It's stressful. Now
we also have to be aware of deadlines
and applications instead of just stressing
about tests and homework, but the
thought of having my teachers and
counselors there to help me through it
takes some of the stress off. I know they
are there to make sure that I have everything I need to graduate, and for that I
am extremely grateful.
Daniela Febles Class of 2018

Senior Year
College Admissions
Timeline



make your short list of prospective college
choices (one reach, one match, and one
safety)



Talk as a family about college expenses and
budgets



Take the SAT and/or ACT again if needed to
get your scores up—remember that you
need at least a 26 ACT or 1170 SAT for Bright
Futures



Create a checklist for your applications and
meet all deadlines for submitting them:
Where are you applying? Do you need
letters of recommendation? Personal statements? Have you requested transcripts and
score reports?



Complete your FAFSA as soon as the site
opens (funds are limited!); remember that
the site is fafsa.gov and there is no charge
for this service



Look for other financial aid and scholarship
opportunities



Evaluate your options and make a decision

Expected Expenses
A student’s senior year can be expensive, so we are providing you with a list of costs you can expect to come up throughout the school year so that you can plan accordingly and be able to participate and enjoy all of the activities and experiences throughout your senior year. Please know
that the ONLY REQUIRED EXPENSE is the cap and gown package. We do hope that
every member of the class of 2018 will be able to take part in dances, Grad Bash, the end of the
year Senior Day trip, but each of those things is optional. Also, please know that this is just a
rough idea of what to expect.
Event/Item

Event Date

Payment

Cost

Details/Notes

Deadline
Class T-Shirt

Delivery in

August 30th

$15

Class Hoodie

September
Delivery in

Students will vote on design
in August

August 30th

$35

Students will vote on design
in August

January 2018

$75

Families will order directly
through Herff Jones, NOT
via BDCHS.
Mrs. Catania will provide
information

Cap and Gown

September
Assembly for
ordering will be
in Sept.

Yearbook
Homecoming
Dance
Grad Bash

$80
October 2017

TBD

$30

Specific date TBD

$140

Prom

Friday, April 13
leave 1PM 4/13
and return 4AM
4/14
TBD

Senior Field Trip

TBD

$80

$75

Estimated

ESTIMATED Total for All Anticipated Expenses
(prices may change based on participation)

Includes charter bus transportation and ticket to Grad
Bash

$530

We’ll pick the destination
together. Last year’s class
went to Blizzard Beach.

2017-2018 Calendar
Dates Are Subject To Change!
August 10
September 4
October 13
October 16
October 11, 2016
TBA
TBA
November 10
November 20-24
December 19-22
December 22
Dec. 22—Jan. 8
January 15
February 9
February 19
March 9
March 12-16
March 30
April 13
May 4
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
May 18 at 2PM

First Day of School
No School
Quarter 1 Ends
No School
Senior Day—Details TBA
Homecoming Week
Homecoming Dance
No School
Thanksgiving Holiday
Mid-Term Exams
Quarter Two Ends
Winter Break
No School
No School
No School
End of Quarter 3
Spring Break
No School
Grad Bash
Seniors’ Last Day / Class Olympics
Prom
Senior Field Trip
Senior Exams
Senior Celebration
Graduation at Straz Center

We Want to See

YOU
Send your pictures of yourself
and your BDCHS friends to
BDCHSseniors@gmail.com
or tag @BDCHSseniors on
Twitter throughout the year to
be included in this newsletter
and the senior slide show!

STAY CONNECTEDBrooks De Bartolo Collegiate High School
10948 N. Central Avenue
Tampa, FL 33612
813-971-5600

Sign up for Remind notifications by texting
@e97g4 to 81010
Follow us on Twitter @BDCHSseniors
Contact Mrs. Rinard, Senior Class
Advisor: arinard@bdchs.org
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